
JANUARY 2023 NEWSLETTER 
 

 
 

Just a reminder that all newsletters, 

dinner menus and information will be 

put on our website, emailed to parents 

or uploaded onto the Seesaw app. 

Please find our website address 

below. 

 

https://www.ballysillanpsnursery.com/  

 

Enrolment           
This is the time of year when 

parents/carers need to consider and 

plan for the enrolment of Primary One 

and Nursery children. Remember the 

best advertisement is word of mouth 

and if your child is happy, motivated 

and challenged at Ballysillan Primary, 

then feel free to recommend us to 

others. Enrolment will be live on the 

Education Authority website Tuesday 

10th January – 

 

https://www.eani.org.uk/parents/type

s-of-school/school-

type/primary/ballysillan-ps .  

 
Please see guidance at the end of the 

newsletter. The closing date for the 

online application is Friday 27th 

January 2023 at 12 noon. All 

applications must be submitted by 

this date. Birth certificates can now 

be uploaded via the online portal. If 

you have any difficulties, please do not 

hesitate to contact the office or 

Nursery in order for them to provide 

extra help and guidance. 

 

Help to Apply 
We will be opening our ICT room to all 

parents who would like help to apply 

for Primary 1 and Nursery. This will be 

on Tuesday 17th January from 1.30pm-

2.30pm. You do not need to book 

please just come to the main reception 

doors.  

 

Afterschool Clubs 
All after school clubs will recommence 

week beginning Monday 16th January. 

 

Milk Money   
Reminder - £3 per child.  January milk 

money needs to be paid A.S.A.P. 

 

Breakfast Club 
Breakfast club will resume Monday 9th 

January. If you would like to send your 

child to breakfast club please come to 

the back fire doors at 8.10am. 

January Tests  
Class tests/assessment work for P1-P7 

will take place this month – full 

attendance is necessary.  Reports will 

be given out on Friday 10th February. 

Parents will have the full half term 

holidays to digest any information. If 

you have any concerns about your 
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https://www.eani.org.uk/parents/types-of-school/school-type/primary/ballysillan-ps
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child’s report then you can Seesaw 

your child’s class teacher to make an 

appointment the week commencing 

20th February. 

 

Winter Warning   
As the winter months are still ahead 

and temperatures could drop, the 

school is taking all necessary 

precautions to ensure pathways and 

the car park are gritted whenever 

possible.  However, great caution 

should still be taken to avoid falls or 

injuries.  The grit/salt used to 

safeguard you and your children is 

costed through the school budget and 

therefore must remain on school 

premises to ensure adequate supplies 

throughout the winter months. 

 

Sensible Clothing  
All pupils must be sent to school with 

appropriate winter/outdoor clothing 

e.g. coat, hat, scarf, gloves, non-slip 

winter footwear/boots, tracksuit 

bottoms etc.  If necessary, indoor 

shoes could be brought in to enable 

your child to change when they get to 

school or after playtime.  

 

School Funds       
May I thank those families who 

continue to support the school with 

their regular school fund 

contributions, much appreciated.  

School Fund money is invaluable in 

many ways: - 

✓ Helps fund our Healthy Break 

Policy 

✓ Subsidises cost of transport for 

school trips 

✓ Pays for many school based 

activities 

✓ Helps cover the cost of School 

Clubs 

✓ Goes towards covering the cost 

of prizes, badges,  weekly 

certificates and yearly awards 

etc. 

Therefore, I would encourage you to 

support our School Fund (£3 per child 

or £5 per family) as it greatly 

benefits all the children at school. 

P5-7 Swimming Lessons   
Swimming will begin Tuesday 17th 

January. Mrs Chambers will be sending 

a note providing parents with all of 

the details - please look out on 

Seesaw. 

 

 

Parenting Class 

Action Mental Health will be 

facilitating a parent workshop on 

Wednesday 18th January (9.15am-

10.45am). Open to all 

parents/guardians-no need to book, 

just come to reception. This workshop 

will be about maintaining your own 

positive mental health. Remember you 

cannot look after others without 

looking after yourself. 
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Litter Workshops 

Belfast City Council are coming in to 

do some outdoor litter workshops 

with the children in P1 - P6 on 

Wednesday 18th January.  The 

children will be outside in our outdoor 

areas for these activities so warm 

waterproof coats with a hood should 

be worn. 

 

P7 Transition Programme  

The P7 class will be continuing with 

their transition programmes with the 

Boys Model. All children will be 

participating in African Drumming, 

Media and Home Economics.  

 

P7 and P2 Shared Education 

P2 have their Shared Ed visits with 

Sacred Heart Wednesday 11th, 18th, 

25th January and 1st February.  

 

P7 have their Shared Ed visits with 

Sacred Heart Monday 9th, 16th, 23rd 

and 30th January. 

 

Special Visitor 

We are officially opening our Nurture 

Room, called “The Tree House”, on 

Wednesday 25th January. Dr Mark 

Browne, Permanent Secretary of the 

Department of Education, will be in 

attendance.  

 

Parent Football  

Every Wednesday at 5pm-6pm all 

parents are invited to join parents 

and community members football 

team. This is held at Forthriver 

bowling club. To be added to the 

Whatsapp group please email 

medgar831@c2kni.net. 

 

Belfast Coffee Truck 

Just a reminder that our coffee truck 

is here the last Wednesday of every 

month. This month it will be 

Wednesday 25th January. This is a 

lovely treat for all pupils, parents and 

staff. 
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All Nursery and P1 applications are completed online! These 
applications open on the 10th January at 12 noon and will close 

on the 27th January at 12 noon. 
 

How to Apply to Nursery or Primary 1… 
 

   1) Please go to http://www.eani.org.uk/parents/admissions  

   2) Select Nursery or Primary  

   3) Register to receive a username and password (If you registered to apply for nursery - please use these details). 

   4) Login with username and password (If you applied to Nursery last year it should be the same details). 

   5) Register your child’s details.  

   6) Select your first choice of either Nursery or Primary School.  

   7) You must select and fill up all other choices (make sure they are in order of preference 1,2,3,4).  

   8) You must upload all supporting documentation - birth certificates and benefit forms. 

Supporting Email Addresses: preschooladmissions@eani.org.uk; primaryadmissions@eani.org.uk 

Contact Number: 02895 985595 
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